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SHIP PAID FOR IN ONE VENTURE

Thrilling Narrative' By An Ameri¬
can of a Side of the War Never

Before Published.

The present Russo-Japanese war In

Manchuria, as might well lie expected,
wns loadstone enough to attract numer¬
ous adventurous spirits to tho Orient,
come for tho excitement of actual war¬

fare in (he hope oí attaching themselves
to Olther ono or other belligerent's forces;
ottitrs to chase tho nimble dollar by sup¬
plying the contestants with' tho sinews
of war In the shape of commissariat sup¬
plies, etc., tills class going under the
name of contrabandists or blockade run¬

ners. Thero wore others, those with
mone)· to spend, who went there Just for
tho Mike of breathing (ho sanguinary
atmosphere of warfare.
Of the foregoing three classes tho for¬

mer and the latter wero badly left,
whilst tho intermediate partlos reaped
? glorious golden harvest. Those nsplr-
ins to military fame under the flag of

the rising sun were politely told when
offering their services that no foreigners
were required. Jnpnn had men and to

spare, nnd intended fighting her own bat¬

tles,' whatever tho outcome; In fact, all

foreigners holding commissions iti' olther
the nava) or military forces of the Mikado
were retired nt the commencement of
hostilities. Those Individual» who went

out to "seo the fun" were not nllowed
¦within sound of the big guns, much less
within smell of powder; there was no

room for them.
During the early stages of. the wnr,

when Port Arthur weh already beleag¬
uered by land nnd sea, but still with a

larder full of good things and loudlj
boasting she could hold out for years,
there was no particular uso lor cpntra-
bnndors; but lster on, when the Russian
íorces were still occupying Newchwnng,*
thero wns quito ? flutter In shipping
circles In Shanghai. The brothers S-.
of Cuban ante-bellum fame, wore the

first to put In .-in appearance, hoisting
their shingle In one of Shanghai's most

prominent thoroughfares, being tho first

In the Held, and having a certain repu¬
tation In the trade thoy wore oblo to

catch tlie Russian eye, custom and cash.
Their first operation, which, by the bye,
was done quilo, ort their own bat, was

said to be so successful that It paid the
price of tho ship and left a $50,000 (Mexi¬
can) profit to boot. In tho operations
they carried on Inter they stood to loso
nothing, cargo delivered or ? captured,
but wore paid on a percentage basis for

Bafe delivery by the Russimi authorities.
There was also a good margin of profit
between seller and shipper, tor, sad to
relate, the Russians wore most unmer¬

cifully squeezed on all sides, and seemed
to caro littlo what price was paid, pro¬
vided they got tho goods.
The reader may now begin to wonder

when the title of this article is going to

bo Ji'.sUi'icd, bear with mo a llttjo and
you'll strike oil. Talking of oil it was

towards the end of June, 100-i, or tho be¬

ginning of July that rumors flouted down
to the London of the far Fast that kero¬
sene wns scarce in Vlndivostock, and It
was tho writer's fortune to come

across ono of the Russimi ugonts,
being shipping clerk to a largo cor¬

poration handling that commodity nt
the time. An offer was made l to

ship 200,000 cases to Vladivostok
at 'Tls. 3.75 per en se, the offer did not stato
what brand of oil and at tho time thero
was plenty of .Russian In port that could
bo purchased for Tls. 1.85 por case, less
five per tent, for ensh. Thero was plenty
of tonage in port to undertake such a.

tilp, ratos were high, but even allowing
for that and insurance, thero was ? clear
profit of Tls. 150,000 to he hud on the
deal, and the whole business could have
been concluded in a month at the outside.
There wns no one, however, to finance
the doni and it went elsowhore, and
consequently my contemplated rise to the
rank of the gold bugs was knocked on

the head.
»A tall is worth one and a third dol-

lain Mexlcifti. '_ .V
From,'"now*' on the contraband tiado

grew fast and furious in Shanghai] and it
bc-r.amc necessary for the Japanese to
keep their eyes skinned for shlpa of a
ooubtful character leaving port. There
were numerous Individuals entering the
lucrative business, and the bulk of the ni,
Americans.
There were numerous captures made,

tho ships clearing for any ami every
destination, except the port they wanted
to reach. Tho Japanese system of es¬

pionage gradually unfolded before my
eyes, and it become evident that a sleek
eyed Oriental who sat opposite mo at
table in the. same boarding house', was
mightily Interested In shipping und not
altogether from a dlsinterostoq point of
viow, asking pertinent questions auòm the
movement of ships, tholr cargoes, etc!
The house alluded to was on,.· largely
patronized by ofllccrs of thu mercantile
marine nnd crumbs of Information were
readily picked up at rno.ua.
About the time the Askhold and

Grosvol made tholr memorable trip from
J?0rt Arthur and brought up in Shanghai
much the worse for wear, the former
With a Jagged hole Just aho\o tho water-
line (hat a eoaeli and four could bu eas¬
ily driven through, thero were several
vssr-is in harbor ready loaded for an un¬
known destination, and this traile wns
carried on Intermittently unili ine fill
of Port Arthur, when the bottom dropped
right nut of the trade, for the jap:» had
plenty of war ships available tn keep a
cloiv watch on vessels of a auspicious
Character, Tb,· trade. 1 ?? we ver, fc>0k a
new lease r.f life with the appioaeh "G
the Baltic fleet and the |Qcn| shlpplnu
coinpftnle.s were abb· (o dlBpoHC Of the
worn out nnd obsolete ships ¡u prices
which would «Dow them lo lie replaced
with new and up-to-date vessels.

It was now, from the staff of a local
paper, the writer was able to tie or ma¬
n-rial use to tho Japanese nnd given a
commission to furnish them with oorialn
Information, end what wae dorn· will huid
over to a future date.
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Undoubtedly one pf Japan's chief

aim» from April Up in the (|mi, 0f (·,.
hi« fea fight which decided the fate of
the Russian Armada nn May 27th and
2?th, was to keep Admiral Rojoetvcneky
from replenishing his stock of coal and
fresh w/itor, to say nothing of editile
liiippliís, lu fact the object to br striven
/or -AOR to keep the fleet In as lo*· a
stato of efficiency a» possible, u prid-
jiHiiy became hnrder io pos» material
through the Chinese Imperial Maritime
Customs, that was rontralvuid of -jar,
and all ...Orif of devices wer« employed
toy Ihe rtusslaris end their açenis to

get away ¡apply ships In meet tin-
fleet either In ('"¦ vicinity of. (j-jlgqn
or on ihe high feas. This «into of affaira
was largely brought aboul by the .'ir>-
**elnt/nont of .j Japanese naval

officer to orgnnlzo, nhd also an old
Japanese resident of Shanghln who
knew tho ropes nnd could put h\s
hit.hils right on tho metl who could supply
the desired Information or, being given
Instructions could work up the case
from bed rock.
Numerous roast pilots were engaged,

who wero competent Id navigate Inrgo
vessels through the Hnellng and Tntl-
suina Straits and shipped south, the
Russians agreeing to deposit £1.000 to
the credit of each on sailing, nnd pay a

Biliary of £2 per diem as long its engaged.
Tho Japs wero thus nblo to form a pretty
accurate Idea of the Russian Intentions.
1. c., to come up the China const Instead
of on the outside. Olio oí these pilots
was In the pny of the Japanese nnd kept
them pretty fully posted.
Tho Russian vessels Interned'in Shan¬

ghai were a continuili thoru In the side
or tho Japs; in fact, Slntsuwaka, who
was acting temporarily as consul general
during Ortogerl's obsonce, Is reported
to hnvo snld thnt If thero wns any "fool

pldgcon" whilst he held the reins he'd
Just wire to Tokio for a cruiser· and a

couple or destroyers and take them right
out. In justice 10 Slatsuwakn tho fol¬
lowing Is reported to have been said on

the return trip up Stream from a lunch¬
eon given on board Iho Minnesota on

tho occasion of her.first trip to-Eastern
waters, It was rortunale that this tire-
rater had been relieved by Ortogorl's return
on a memorable Sunday· la Slay, when,
there being an exceptionally high Udo,
the Askhold took It on herself ..to slip
her shore moorings nnd wluirp «,ut to a

buoy In midstream. This was the signal
for the Chinese gunboat, placed to guard
her and her consorts, the Slnnjour nnd

GiohvoI. to clear for action, run oui their
guns, and lond prepared for everitiiallUfeB.
The situation was-critical, nnd was sdii
further strained when, nt the. turn Of the

tide, tho Siunjour's forward mooring
parted and the gunboat swung round wllh
the receding tide. The tug Atlas, going
'to her assistance, ran foul of her ram

and had to be beached. In the mean¬

time mews hJMJt been carried to the

Chinese Taotal that tho'RussInn vessels
were about to run the gauntlet to the

sea. The Taotal came down In state,
nnd matters were eventually satisfactori¬
ly explained.
It may seem a small thing when one

Is tented comfortably on the other sido
of the world, but. for a time, the pop¬
ulation of the International .«calcinent
was much exercised as to the ultimate
plans or the Interned vessels. They
were not down at the mouth of tho river,
but away up stream above the town,
and, If there was such a thing as a

naval engagement, tho residents stood
the chance of getting a veritable bom¬
bardment. There was hardly a d|ay
passed but some mention was made In
the local press either that they had
completed coaling, pot duplicates of the
vital parts of their machinery or se¬

cured new breech blocks ror thplr guns.
These slatements were vouched for as

true by the Japs, and It was well known
that sundry eases of machinery had
reached one of the Russian agents;
again one ot the- engineers who super¬
intended the repairs to the Askhold Is
reported to have stated that only one

pel ot valves was removed when the ves¬
sel was Interned, and that she had an-,
other full set on board which only need¬
ed fitting. After the fato of the licet
was decided, there Is no doubt that rosl-
dents could sleep much more comfort¬
ably In their beds, knowing that there
was not nearly so much chance of the
Iowa tumbling about their cars.

HI.
We pass on now to Iho strenuous days

towards the latter end oí Mny, when
Woosung was Invaded by a (leet di' Rus¬
sian transports, but before this Is re¬

corded another little Incident Is worthy
of mention.
Two fast coasting vessels were pur¬

chased from Butlerfleld aad Swire and
lilted out as press boats. Ono of the^e
particularly attracted tho attention of the
Japanese secret sorvlce, and It was as¬

certained that, although sailing under
another Uog, sho was no more or less
than a Russian spy In disguise, and
probably carried that (lag in her locker,
the Russians having paid the handsome
sum of 30,000 tabls towards bur olitili.
The vessel was instructed to lind out
the location of tho Japanese (loot and
then hear the Information to tho Rus¬
sians. It was easy enough, knowing the
vessel's plans, to arrange for her to sec
the licet just .»herethe Japanese wished
hor to, but then It was also necessary
to know what Information Hie Russians
received and Instructions wore given, to
get tills nt any cost, ".
To this end the Japanese agent (I. e.,

tho writer! got the rot'usal as a news¬
paper correspondent, of u trip on tho
Coat for 20,000 tools .per month; this
was a bit steep, but the best terms
procurable. It did not, however, suit
the Japs, as It was most Important to-
keep from changes in Hie service at
Shanghai at this stago of tho game.
Eventually an arrangement was drawn
up, signed, sealed and delivered, wherein
¡t was arranged a certain party was to
got the samo telegrams -at $5 por word,
Inclusivo of telegraph charges, putting
up .{jW as an carnosi oí good failli, on
account of information expected. To
pialle a long story short, the vessel got
avtay, clearing for Hongkong; the next
news caino from Ts.lngta, which Is
north, In a message from her some days
later. She had been watched without
knowing it by the Japs and saw tho
Japane.se Hoot in tho Korean Straits In
quito a different position from where it
was lound by Rosjostvonsky. it is, there¬
fore naturili to suppose :!her. Information
rearhod the Russian llcot and, In. part led
to their undoing,

Ah wnto thorelay before me tho
original draft of tho agreement, my In¬
structions from tho Japanese, tqgolhei
wlih the authority to collect tho money
und disposo of Iho Information elsewhere
than In Shanghai, for it was as a news¬
paper deal. I made tho agreement, and
the other party to tho document would
bo more than surprised to find out to
tl'ie contrary.
In ncfiulrinjg the desired information

from owners or oflVcera of tho suspected
merchant vessels, It would have been ob¬
viously fatal to ijie endfi desired to em¬
ploy ono of his own countrymen, and In
consequence men of vnrlous nationalities
were Induced to do a portion of tho work,
Ululer tho guidance or 'another. These
men know the river well.In fact, at¬
tended to shipping reports on various
local Journals. It was easy, therefore, to
get the required Information and uso
what was wanted for the newspapers,
ono man collecting together nnd furnish¬
ing tho Japanese authorlUes with what
ihoy acquired, One poor fellow, «n Irish-
man, down on his luck, µ? ?µ?a?? man,
would have been useful but for nu Indis¬
criminate looseness of tongue and an un¬

quenchable thirst, which landed him jn
hospital a week after ho s I.'j rl oil. .work,
having been stabbed hi the nock, coming
uncomfortably near severing tho Jugular
Volti, It was touch and go that tho wholo
hug of tricks did not got an airing In
the local press and result In tho decapi¬
tation (metaphorically) of one or two le¬
gitimate members of the press, who hon·
Ostly thought the Information given was
as much In the line of nn exchange of
news as butwoen one reporter and an-
nlliei·, for the head of the foreign organ¬
ization was supposed to be on tho staff of
a local newspaper, and as a matter of faci
had been. The irishman's case, however,
was carefully manipulated; no witnesses
Wore c-alleil and a case of mistaken Iden¬
tity made out against tho prisoner, who
gm off preti y cheaply, no more than a

local paragraph getting Into the papers.
When It became necessary, and infor¬

mation was unobtainable from ? he Cue«
torn House, It wa* thought advisable i"

establish n custom house brokerage and
commission agent's ofTir-r. This was well
advertised In lbs loral près», and a cor-
tnln amount of legitímate business actu¬
ally done This brought the Japanese
authorlUc« In anual touch with the Rus-
nj.-.n ngf-nt«, who were, therefore, con¬

sulting their rivals as lo the bon niean.s
"i getting cargoes of Welsh coal, Hour,
A-'·., oui of porti and their plans were
llms easily defeated. It was enough fur
till coniiui-genoral for Japan to send a
note io (he Chinese Taotoi stating that
tuch and ouch vessels were Intendili»; to

ship contraband, and Instructions to the
commissioner resulted In Ulti vessels'
clearance belivi wlthliuld until full In¬
quiries hfttl be aifttlft, A fow vessels
got away front port about .the enti of
What hns been pn.rllcultvrly,· hol leo« ble,

during tho entire cutnjinlgn hue boon
dur thoroughness wlljl'wlildhiillia Jnpit-
lieso havo dono whiítoVfjr tljcy pul tholr
htttids-ao, even In [lio????ß?"irlVi'il mai¬
lers thoy made hbsöliHefj' "eeVfHi ·'

succoss bofoio tho blow wits struck,
leaving nothing to ohmico, Ilio sanio may
ho said of their sectot service r\rriiliR0*
incuts, an Instunco of which will givo a

good Illustration.
Information reached Shanghai early In

May that Ilio Confidenza and. Costnntt
had been sold, it was supposed to tho
Russians, In Japan nnd had cleared lor
the moro southern port of Shanghai, tho
vosseis barely dropped nnehor, the form¬
er In tho Lower Limits· and the latter In
the fourth Section, before sampans put
off fror-j the Shanghai side for l'ootun·".
each containing two Japanese, with fill!
photographic outfits, ench working In¬
dependently of tho other, whilst tho close
observer might havo noticed a European
with sketch book and flcldglassen care-

fully noting any little out of tho ordi¬
nary details for easy Identification at
son, /
Tho registered owner of these two

vessels was a man who al the commence¬
ment of hostilities would'.hnve taxed bin
Ingenuity to rattle two dollars In his
pocket. It -was ascertained that oaoh
wns to bo loaded with 6,000 tons of
Welsh coni In hundredweight sacks for
ensy transhipment at sea, the bulk of
tho cargo was nctually brought alongside
but never a sack reached their holds,
for the authorities withheld permission
to load, their names were eventually
changed to Pioti and Mameluke, and tholr
fing from British to Gorman, but with
no result, finally thoy wero chartered
by tho Russian government to curry re·

ftlS'oos from Cheo Foo.
Townrds tho middle of May there wore

some ton to twelve vessels holt» fnst tn

Shanghai, some of them fully londed,
tho not result being ¡hat somo ¡¡5,000
tons of Welsh steaming coal, Intended
for tho fleet, wero prevented reaching
the Russians.
One vessai, tho 131 Dorado, was tod

slick for the Japs. She came Into port
Friday was t-oid nnd cleared in ballast
on Saturday and got away on the morn¬

ing Udo the following day. On Monday
morning news camo to hand that she
had tnkon ? complete cable grappling
outfit and nn ofricor off tho cablo repair
ship "Storonordlshjr," and rumor said
had gone off with tho idea of cutting
the cablo and Isolating Japan from tele¬
graphic communication with the rest of
world. Whether sho actually did go out
with this object cannot bo ascertained
with any degree of accuracy,, there cer¬

tainly was a temporary break a few daya
after she loft, which was soon adjusted.
(A sequel to the above episode and ono

tending to show tho Orientars thrltllnoss,
was the fact that on the vosel's return

to Shanghai n.ftor tho Tatlsuma light tho

Jnps wanted tho return of the balance
of tho ÎS0O after deducting tho price ar¬

ranged; It was pointed out thnt the Rus¬
sians had only got the snnio Information
nnd would not got a cent of the hand¬
some price they paid refunded; this, how¬
ever! did not .coincide with tho views of
the littlo men, and It Is doubtful It they
have yet settled tho matter, as the only
man who could possibly adjust it Is now

in America and having drawn the agreed
commission of 10 per cent, on the $500, has
no further Interest In the controversy.
Rumors bogan to filter through nbout

tho 23d of May of tho Northern movo-

mont of tho Ba Ulcers and-it was ex¬

pedient to arrange for somo sort ot

transport at Woosung in caso any of the
lame ducks should deem It expedient to

seek the shelter of the neutral port. For
those who arc not acquainted with the
mouth of the Yangtze and the whutn-
poo, Woosung, where the bar to the lat¬
ter river is situated, is 11 miles from
Shanghai, and ships at anchor in the
roads nre another 2 to 1 miles out. tlvpro
was only one launch at Woosung be¬

longing to the hotel and this was se¬

cured for future use (it being better tlinn
relying on a sailing simpan) and arrange¬
ments mad*; for telegrams should any-,

thing happen.
There was a small press dinner in tho

Chicago room, at tho Astdr House on the
night of tho "¡5th, May, given as a farewell
to one of the staff of tho Times (Shang¬
hai), who was 'dropping newspaper
work for something more lucrative
In tho mining line in the interior, after
dinner tho party adjourned to tho pap.ïr
office, and nil took a hand at
getting out tho next day's paper,
which bo It said to the eternal
shame of that staff, was the worst proof
rend sheet you could possibly Imagine. Tho
up-river bont departed at 2:30 ?. M., but
whilst conviviality hold the Sway mo¬

mentous doings wero nfoot at Woosung,
telegrams announcing the .arrival of eight
Russian vessels, had been received, so

ufter forty winks and a cold tub, ihe
trip to Woosung was negotiated nnd the
launch found in waiting with steam up.
There were, however, only six vessels in
sight.the Vladimir, VoroncJ, Motoor, Li¬
velliti, Yaroslav and Curonla.nil flying
tho volunteer fleet nag. Tho Vladnillt
and the Yaroslay fitted with wireless
telegraphy; tho Meteor, an old tanker,
carrying water; the Vladimir, it was dis¬
covered, was tho (Ing-shlp of the con¬
voy, an immediate trip was made to hor,
where it wns discovered tho captains of
all tho vessels were discussing the olllclnl
visit, which had already been mado by
Coinmodrc-Admlrnl Toh, of the Chinese
navy, who was lying at Woosung, on
board China's fastest cruiser, tho Hai-
yung. Indeed, It Is claimed sh/s Is ono
of tho fastest cruisers In the world.
Being requested to wall, the time was

used In making a superficial survey of tho
vessel. There wore gun mountings on
deck, but no guns visible. Sho w-as crowd¬
ed with men in tho Russian naval uni¬
form, and a conversation with a French¬
man elicited tho fact that numerous for¬
eigners composed a part of the. crew of all
the Iransports. All the vessels had largo
tn.nk lighters on deck tn facilitato Ufe.
¦transhipment of coal nt sea, for all had a
certain quantity of the host Welsh steam¬
ing coal on board, and bore traces of 1 wiv¬
ing boon recently worked. Ono of tho
chief attractions on board was a tamo
pig and a small mongrel yellow dog, both
of whom were made to go through a per¬
formance for my special benefit.
The wall becoming somewhat protracted

and wishing to refer to a paper In my
pocket, it Hashed suddenly across my
lniinl that the same pocket contained
somewhat Incriminating docunieuts-ln
fuel, my last Instructions from the Jap¬
anese, and quickly destroying thorn, throw
the remains overboard. It was well, for
a few minutes later, having no Identifi¬
cation papers, the contents of my pockets
were examined, and nothing being found
the commander Intima tod ho would llko to
go ashore In tin· launch. Ho was heartily
invited and politely accepted, Being asked
how' It was eight vessels wero reported
the previous night, he snld the Dnelper
and the Rlon escorted them In and tuen
left, ilfe was fairly communicative and
said the last placo' l)ioy touched ut had
been Madagascar, it was L-usy to believe
this, for the ships' bottoms were very
foul. This, however, soon washed off in
Ino fresh water nt tho mouth of Vnngtze.
The commander rurthor snld Ino fleet of
twenty-olghl vessel« hnd anchored, the
night previous to their arrival, at tho
.Saddles, on reaching shore this Informa¬
tion was fully conllrmed by Ilio captains
of two mcTchnntmcnt'jusi arrived.
Tile Russian officers 'o,st no time In tak¬

ing train for town, but telegraphic news
was liiere ahenil of them, and nn extra
already un ihe streets when they arrived,
During tho morning naval officerà j,lu| ar.
rived from the British, Gorman and
French warships In harbor, nlso a repre¬
sentative from tho Japanese and Hussion
consulates, to say nothing of newspaper
men who were making tho best nf their
way out io the Rus.ikloi In sailing smi¬
nano. ,\ certain portion of tlin nows was
Imparte,! to the brillali naval officer, who
promptly transmitted it by telpchonc io

his superior In town. Thero wns Just
the one 'phone thero, belonging to the
harbor master's offlre, and not avallara«
in any one els».
One of the results, nl ,ihly news was

that the senior naval officer, the coin-

mander of (he British second-class ember
.Sirius, chartered tho sea-gol n g tug
Sampson, nnd the first lieutenant storied
thnt night for ilio Saddles, nnh- to firn]
the fleet had left.
Later in the afternoon of tho ·_*¦·'tli of

May a trip was. made to the Chinese
ef\iil&t4 Uaii/tuxv and Balchi, bulb of

Easy to Buy ...The Store That SavesYott Money..: Easy to Pay

THE AUGUST SALE
Gives the Privilege of Deducting
25 Per Cent. From Marked Prices

The Best Time to Buy Fine Furniture ana Carpets
The -Auü'iist sale is the Furniture and Carpet event of the entire year. The stock is", never more com-

e than now, right on the threshold of a new season, and all the excellent furniture and carpets that are
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$7,25 Golden Oak Extension &M QQ
Tables . ??·?a

$12,00 Golden Oak. Extension (O OC
Tables . F0·43

$16.50 Golden Oak Exton- (MO CA
Sion Tables. W.dV

$22.00 Golden Oak Exteh- tí»|C¡ 7?
sion Tables. Qlú.i Ú,

$25.00 Mahogany Exlen- Í-J7 7C
sion Tables..... tplt.tO

$35.00 Golden Oak Exten- F?? 7C
BWn Tables. f?*·??

August Sale of Floor Coverings
All Carpets Made. Lined and Laid at Cost. AU CatPeti

Bought Now Will Be Stored Free and Laid When Desired.
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English Brussels Carnets, Oriental
nnd 'Persian effect«; 90c
value; for .

Royal Plush Velvet Carpels,jaHji'ow
designs and colorings'! $1
value, for.
Scotch Axinlnster Carpet, extra high

pile fabric, beautiful par
lor des
for

i, itiII new
125 9334c
¡t, extra high

csl^n's; $1.50 value, £4 191/

Heavy Extra Super Ingrain Carpot,
warranted' to wear; 60c value, ??ß

for .*»**
Good nuollty Oil Cloth, largo nsBort-

mont of designs; 25c quality, Ifi/l/ÍP
Best Cork Unolcpm, Tile, Scroll

and Wood doHlgns; 65c value,
for . 4934c

$22.00 Throe-Piece Damask Parlor Suits now.;.flrt.OO
$35.00 Three-Pleco Damask Parlor Suits now......f8R.7R
$57.50 Fivo-Picco Damask Parlor Suits now.f30.RO
$05.00 Flyo-Plo.ce Damask Parlor Suits now.ftO.T»
SS9.25 Flvo-Ploco Damask Parlor Suits now..'..ftW.7ß

Chiffoniers
Greatly Underpriced.

$5.00 Golden Oak Chiffon
lore .

$8.50 Golden Oak Chiffon¬
iers .

$23.75 Golden Oak Chif¬
foniers .

.. 1.25
This Pretty,· Large Size Solid Oak

Rocker, cobbler seat; worth $2.50.

HÜIIÍÜ5!:

Oak,.c.h,n.a $18.75
Oak China <?«? ne

$26.00 Goldon
Closets'.

$33.00 Golden
Closets .

$.15.00 Golden Onlc China ijQQ i\(\
Closets . «JOO.UU

$35.00 Mahogany China <£Oß ^F

*q7 (G? for Polished Quartered Oak Bedroom Suit, largo dressing caso,
swelled front; cost elsewhere $50.00.

$?4· G? for Pretty Oak Suit, swelled front dressing coso, with large mirror;

$17
$1Ä 1? for Verv a°od Sollfl 0i,k Sult· dressing case, with French plate mlr-
f????? ,-or; actual value $25.00. 91

cost elsewhere $30.00.
7C for Three-Pleco Solid Oak Bedroom Suit; cost elsewhere

. III $23.00.

Brass Beds
Greatly Reduced
$25.00 Brass Bods;.f..17.25
$30.00 Brass Beds now f21.7B
$10.00 Brass Beds now f28.7B
$ 2.60 Enamel Beds now f1.RO
$ 4.75 Enamel BedB now f<t.SS
$ 4.75 Effarhel Bods now fB.SS
$10.00 Enamel Beds now f«1.7B
$12.75 Enamel Beds now f0.2R

$11.50 Bird's Eye Maple
Chiffoniers.

$30.00 Bird's Eye Maple
Chlffonlors .

$30.00 Mahogany Chiffon¬
iers .

$45.00 Mahogany Chiffon-
lere .

$3.98
$6.75

$18.75
$16.75
$24.75
$22.50
$33.00

Sideboards
At Reduced Pricey.

497 Cfl for a Magnificent Polished
fa?·9? Quartered Oak Sideboard,
beautifully carved, finest construction;
cost elsewhere $50.00.

ÍQ 7£ 'or pretty Golden Oak SUlo-
î«f.l d board, with beveled plato
mirror; cost "elsewhere $11.00.

mfje tor Swelled Front Oak Slde-
.Iv board, with largo mirror;

cost elsewhero $20.00.
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which woro found cleared for action, and
steam up, On the former Admiral Yoh
recrrfved me and hnd tea served, In the
course of the meni, ho produced a letter,
which tho writer kept, addressed to tho
captains of tho various Russian ships,
wherein he requested thorn either to take
their departure within twenty-four hours
or haul down their flags and deliver up
tho vital parts nf their muohlncry.· Bur-
lug tho meal an officer was dispatched
witli these missives.
Rumors were rlt'o, und In Shanghai

a very ferment of excitement prevailed:
in fact, the local evening paper, 'Ilio
Mercury, which had tho reputation oc
getting the latest und best information,
Is credited with having to print u second
edition, a thing previously unknown in
tho annals or her existence.
The British cruiser was lb-* night

cleared for action, and tho moil kept
at stations until dawn. Ono can only
stxrmfiso what iniernuilonul complica¬
tions would luve arisen had the Interned
Russians attempted to slip tholr moor¬
ings that night and had this vossel
taken It Into her head to bar tho pas-

Thé night passed qulotly at Woosung,
tho transports euintnunlcntlng with oaoli
other by flash light. Anothor vessel
seemed to inter in tho early morning,
but a trip out revealed nothing, and ut
dawn Just tho six remained,
Tho Chinese cruiser's kept their search¬

lights going all night, It full head of
Men m nnd had only ono anchor dropped,
ready to ship hoir cables at a mo¬
ment's notice.

IV,
un the morning of tho 27th of May my

slumbers were rudely disturbed'between
three 'and .1'iVir o'clock »by ,11 (headlong
rush from .Shanghai, It uppoars that ?
certain number of newspaper mon and
others wore discussing the situation of
Offtllrs In the bar of the Contriti Hotel,
situated on the Bund; when tho hour
of midnight arriving Mark ?a??a (tho
barman) gently suggested ? trtovo bn
made to bed. Tho crowd wont out like
jambs nnd continued tho dismission on

the sidewalk,
In the midst »if the conversation a

burly serge;»nt of pollco. who did proinls-
euous writing for the "Shnughnl Polly
Près»," ?????? tho sound of big guns,
the sergeant had previously served in
the navy of lier Britannic Majesty, Queen
Victoria; then little P--, of the·''North
China Dully News" thought, he b'Vir.d,it-
Two scandnlnviane In tho secret service
or the Citar wero suro, and dodged ho
crowd, woke up a nvm with ? motor
launch nnd were off down stream. An
otllcer from the SH'ins C'.mc on shore
nnd told me afterwards ho couldn I n.riko
the Chinaman at tho Wooslng end un¬

derstand a word; he wanted me on.tho

'phono, but thank goodness he didn't
got thero, and thus rob me of three
hours' wool earned sleep. An Associated
Press man and a friend got wind of the
firing at tho club chartered ponies
and essayed to reach Wooslng
across country, they got there but ruined
two pair of dress pants, had sundry
spills and wero very much tho woreo
for wear at tho end of their trip. The
laugh wns certainly on my side, for
there was nothing doing nt Wooaung,
where I put In tho night. Two others
uwlveil on foot with corneras, and still
another on a badly damaged bicycle,
Thero being no Inducement to say the

bulk of tho crowd wont up on tho
first train, tho two In evening dress
turned their ponies over to a China boy
and journeyed up by trolley, after an
o^e-opener. After the exodus an early
morning call was made on Admlrnl Yeh,
who kindly furnished mo with ? tabu¬
lated list of the supplies a.nd coal on
board, and oxnuses of tho Russian trans¬
ports for remaining Ini port; also a fur¬
ther letter tn the "Russian caplalns do-
mandlng an Immediato reply to tho
Chlnesn demnnds. Copies of these docu¬
ments worn furnished tho British nnvnl
olllcer, who promised to bring tho source
of lils Information before tho notice of
his suportar officer, who would givo ?
fluid pro 'ino, hut up to tho present
nothing has come to hand.
? later call on Admiral Yeh elicited

tho information that ihn Russians h^d
ngreed to haul down tholr flags and be
Interned Ini lBhnngh.nl by tho Cblnoso
Imperial-, government until the end of
hostilities. The Morning Post of London
was the first to publish this news which
allayed nil danger of a Japaneso rnld.
Thero was nothing to recount on the

28th but another rush from Shanghai,
similar to that of the previous day, only
not quii« bo Impotun'us, but thorn scorned
»? subdued cseltemont In tho air, and at
nicht the transports wero usUig tholr
flash lights continuously. Donbass those
with wireless outfits hnd news of ihr-
naval disaster. ,,\n Associated Press mini
and myself spent the best p-.irt of Iho
night sitting out on Iho second story
porch of the hotel religiously dotting
down red, white, red, red, white, white,
red and so otn. I never honrd whether
bo ninde any use of It or knew the Rus¬
sian code, but did not think It wortb
wllllo to keep a copy. Shortly nfter
dawn Hinoke wtis visible on the horizon,
nnd gradually u two funnel dispatch or

mining boat canio Into view, flying the
Busslan naval ensign, as luck would havo

it thero wos no steam up on the launch,
and wishing to get there flnst the only
resource was a sailing sampan. .The
wind was fresh nnd favorable, and the
vessel was soon made out to be the
Smolensk; she first wont alongside tho
Vladimir and on getting close Ht was
observed that her decks wore literally
crowded with sailors and llfe-bol(s, many
wounded bolng vlHlbln. No one was al¬
lowed to approach, and nfter trans¬
ferring somo of hor passengers to three
of tho trnjisports the Smolensk steamed
up to Shanghai. It afterwords transpired
she carried the remains of the crew of
ono of Russia's sunken warships.
Whilst others wero making Ilio best

of their wny to Shanghai to- Interview
the Smolensk's iofllcors, I stood out to
sea, hnvlng spotted a large steamer com-

Inif up tho south channel, knowing no
ninll stoamor was due, the natural sup¬
position was, that sho was a lame duck;
this proved to bo a fact, but sho was not
a duck of tho right breed, only another
transport, the Korea, an ex-Hamburg«
American llnor with 'two funnel's. Prop¬
ping ulongsldo hoforo tho vessel anchored
t was cordially received on board and had
? long chat with an officer who spoke
fairly good English interspersed with
French, ho told how, between two and
throo on tho nfternoon of tho 27th, when
tho fleet was sailing In oloso ordor In a
northeasterly direction with scouts
thrown out, smoko was noticed on the
horizon to the north, followed almost
simultaneously by smoke on tho, hori¬
zon In every direction, .and before they
could fully grasp the situation thoy were
being fired on It seemed from nil direc¬
tions; tho Koroa was hit twlco by largo
calibre shells, olieo on the portslde Just
on' the wnter-Hno, whero there was a
jagged hole about three feet In diameter
stuffed up with mattresses, whilst on the
stnrhnnrd side amidships, half way be-
twocn wind snd wnter, was a benutifullv
clean six foot hole. Tho hoa.ts and wood.
work on deck were riddled with small
calibro shots, tho hull pitted all ovnr, and
tnnuy of ¿he crew wounded· Before the
Koroa was signalled to make tho best of
hor way (o the nearest port from the
fight the members of her crew ft*»W tho
magnificent battleships Orel and Alex¬

ander HI put nut of action, and two cruis¬
ers sunk. Her officers said tho Jnps
seemed to literally rise up out of the
wnter, nnd In ? short space of timo they
wero surrounded by. os nonr as they
could compute, a fleet of quite one hun¬
dred vessels''of various denominations.
The Korea was only half an hour in

tho firing line, and when she mado tracki
was not followed or molested, probably
because she was flying the Russian com¬
mercial flag and not a fighting unit.
This was tho first authentic Informa¬

tion received from an eye-witness of the
fight, and not being of vltnl Importance
to the Japanese government, was used
by the press and soon travelling all over
tho world,
tThls practically hlosod my work far

the Japanese, the not result of which was

to binder the shipment of 25,000 tons of
Welsh steaming cool and thousands of
tons of othor contraband to tho iRiis-
slans. Names In nearly all cases have
boon withheld whero there wns a pos¬
sibility of doing harm to otherwise hon¬
est t endors, for some who wero acting
ns agents and shlppors of contraband
stand high In the trading world of tho
Far East.
In oonelusion f have Just received a

communication from the head of tho Jap¬
anese socret service In Shanghai to fur-
nlsh h|m with a certain document that
ho know was at ono time In my posses¬
sion, with the evident Intention of get-

ting evidence agnlnst ? ship now In Vln,dl-
vostock, but not flying the Russian fing,
which would bo incriminating enough to

condemn hor In any prize court. Unfor¬

tunately for him tho document has pass¬
ed from mji possession. There nro othor

documents In my possession equally In,

criminating, but. owing the pnrty no

grudge and being no longer In tho Jap-
anese employ, I shall destroy forthwith,

TOKIO SAN.

*A tnel Is worth ono and ? third do!·

laraMexloan·

We mik« a specialty of

HEAVY TIMBERS
for Wh«rve* Bridge«, Trtrtle·,
Derrick·, l.arge Building· and other
work requiring Southern

10NG LEAF YELLOW PINE.
In our ten yard», covering «even

acres, we carry the
LAR6EST STOCK IN THE STATE,

and we respectfully solicit a ebare
of your patronage,

WOODWARD* SON, Lumbermen,
Richmond, V«,


